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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  1959 


1 have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
state  of  the  Public  Health  for  1959. 


Vital  Statistics 

Statistical  details  about  Births,  Deaths  and  Infectious 
Diseases  are  incorporated  in  the  body  of  this  report.  The 
main  causes  of  death,  in  order  of  importance,  are  unchanged 
from  previous  years,  and  are,  coronary  disease,  angina  and 
hypertension  ; the  various  forms  of  cancer  ; and  vascular 
diseases  of  the  nervous  system. 

Once  again  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  Borough 
has  been  maintained  at  a relatively  low  rate  ; only  3 infant 
deaths  were  recorded  last  year. 

Although  substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  recent 
years  in  the  treatment  of  coronary  disease  and  high  blood 
pressure,  the  reason  why  these  diseases  should  be  more 
prevalent  than  formerly  has  not  yet  been  discovered.  Until 
the  causes  of  these  conditions  can  be  traced  no  satisfactory 
preventive  measures  can  be  taken.  Recent  work  has  suggested 
that  diet  may  be  an  important  factor  in  coronary  disease. 
A diet  which  is  high  in  animal  fats  tends  to  predispose  to  the 
deposition  of  a substance  called  cholesterol  in  the  walls  of  the 
arteries.  This  substance  plays  some  part  in  the  causation  of 
coronary  disease.  Various  authorities  have  advocated  the 
increased  consumption  of  vegetable  fats  as  a preventive 
measure,  but  much  more  work  has  still  to  be  done  in  this 
direction  before  the  final  answer  is  known. 

In  the  meantime  most  medical  authorities  would  agree 
that  a high  consumption  of  rich,  starchy,  fatty  foods  is  not 
advisable  especially  in  later  life.  It  has  also  been  suggested 
that  those  who  take  regular  exercise  are  less  liable  to  develop 
coronary  thrombosis. 


Infectious  Disease 

The  usual  biannual  outbreak  of  measles  occurred  and 
283  cases  were  notified  as  against  61  in  1958.  The  condition 
was  relatively  mild  and  upset  school  attendance  records  more 
than  the  children. 
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There  was  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  in  a home 
occupied  by  blind  old  ladies.  This  was  due  to  the  consumption 
of  cold  tongue  which  had  become  infected.  The  need  for 
adequate  storage  by  refrigeration  of  cold  meat  and  its  pro- 
tection from  infection  by  kitchen  staff  and  other  sources 
cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised.  Ten  of  the  old  ladies 
were  removed  to  hospital  for  treatment  but  fortunately  all 
recovered.  The  symptoms  consisting  of  vomiting  and  gastro- 
intestinal upset  were  moderately  severe. 

There  was  an  increase  from  7 to  16  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  puerperal  pyrexia  ; all  these  cases  occurred  in  hospital. 

No  other  infectious  outbreaks  of  note  occurred  ; once 
again  I am  pleased  to  report  the  absence  of  cases  of  polio- 
myelitis. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  has  been  extended 
up  to  the  age  of  40,  but  the  response  from  the  older  age  group 
has  so  far  been  disappointing.  Immunisation  against  diph- 
theria, whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  smallpox  is  offered  to 
all  children  attending  the  County  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 
Vaccination  against  tuberculosis  is  now  available  for  all 
school  children  over  the  age  of  13  years.  The  response  to 
this  offer  has  been  most  satisfactory  ; all  children  showing  a 
positive  skin  test  are  followed  up  by  X-ray.  The  members  of 
their  families  are  also  offered  this  facility  in  order  to  eliminate 
any  possible  family  focus  of  infection. 

Water  and  Sewerage 

Further  steps  have  been  taken  in  the  regionalisation  of 
water  supplies  throughout  the  area  but  no  final  arrangements 
have  been  agreed. 

It  has  been  agreed  by  the  Ministry  that  the  proposed  new 
sewerage  disposal  works  for  the  town  are  necessary,  but  at 
the  time  of  writing  the  details  of  the  schem^e  have  not  been 
finalised,  and  further  consultations  between  the  Ministry  and 
the  consulting  engineers  will  be  necessary. 

Public  Swimming  Baths 

The  Minister  has  requested  information  about  the  facilities 
provided  in  Public  Swimming  Baths.  The  baths  in  Beverley 
have  been  substantially  improved  in  the  past  few  years  by  the 
installation  of  a continuous  chlorination  and  filtration  plant. 
The  water  used  in  the  baths  comes  from  the  Hull  Corporation 
public  supply.  This  source  is,  of  course,  satisfactory  in  all 
respects  for  swimming  purposes.  The  chlorine  content  of  the 
water  is  checked  throughout  the  day  to  ensure  an  adequate 
quantity  of  free  chlorine  in  the  water. 
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The  bath  measures  16  yards  by  7 yards  with  a capacity 
of  28,000  gallons. 

There  are  certain  deficiencies  in  the  structure  of  the 
premises  which  it  is  difficult  to  overcome  without  substantial 
rebuilding.  The  main  defect  is  the  inadequacy  of  the  changing 
facilities  as  there  are  only  7 individual  changing  cubicles,  the 
remainder  of  the  changing  accommodation  consists  of  a 
communal  gallery  and  small  room  which  together  take  about 
40  people.  Mixed  bathing  is  therefore  difficult  to  arrange. 

The  water  in  the  baths  is  changed  every  5 hours,  all 
bacteriological  samples  taken  in  1959  were  satisfactory, 
showing  no  coliform  organisms  or  B.Coli. 

A total  of  47,000  bathers  used  this  bath  during  the  year, 
of  which  18,500  were  school  children  ; this  is  a relatively  large 
number  of  bathers  for  the  size  of  the  bath. 

A local  committee  has  been  formed  to  raise  funds  to 
provide  a new  swimming  bath  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  new 
premises  are  required. 


Milk  and  Food 

Every  effort  is  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to 
pay  regular  visits  to  food  premises  in  the  town,  in  order  to 
ensure  that  a satisfactory  standard  of  hygiene  is  maintained. 
More  frequent  visits  are  paid  to  those  premises  which  are 
known  not  to  be  entirely  satisfactory  from  a hygienic  point  of 
view,  and  where  necessary  action  is  taken  to  ensure  that  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  are  implemented  ; no  statutory 
action  was  required  in  1959  under  these  regulations. 

All  samples  of  ice-cream  and  ice-lollies  which  were  sub- 
mitted for  bacteriological  examination  were  satisfactory. 

Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959 

There  are  75  factories  within  the  Borough  of  which  72  are 
power  factories  and  3 non-power. 

Two  cases  were  found  in  which  the  sanitary  conveniences 
were  unsatisfactory  ; these  conditions  were  remedied  by 
informal  action. 

There  are  no  out-workers  employed  in  the  Borough. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  department  under 
these  Acts  are  shown  on  page  13  of  this  Report. 

I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  and  thanks  for 
the  help  and  courtesy  of  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee,  The  Clerk,  the  Public  Health  Inspectors, 
and  all  other  officials  of  the  Corporation  during  the  year. 

WM.  FERGUSON, 

July,  1 960.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICAL  MEMORANDA 


BOROUGH Borough  of  Beverley 

Population  (estimated  mid-1959) 15,870 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 5,082 

Rateable  Value £185,416 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate £747 

Total  Births 259 

Birth-rate 16.32 

Total  Deaths 161 

Death-rate 9.84 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 3 

Infant  Mortality  rate 11.58  per  1,000  live  births 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Births 12 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population.  The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  that 
the  population  at  mid-1959  was  15,870,  an  increase  of  210 
over  the  previous  year. 

Births.  The  total  of  259  live  births  registered  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year  was  21  more  than  in  the  previous 
year  and  the  birth-rate  was  16.32  per  1,000  residents  per 
annum,  an  increase  of  1.25.  Of  the  births,  142  were  males 
and  117  were  females.  There  were  12  illegitimate  births, 
5 males  and  7 females. 

Still  Births.  Only  one  still  birth,  a male,  was  registered 
in  1959,  compared  with  8 in  the  previous  year. 

Deaths.  There  were  161  deaths,  102  males  and  59  females, 
and  this  total  is  5 less  than  in  1958.  The  corrected  death-rate 
was  9.84,  a decrease  of  .65  per  1,000  residents  per  annum. 

Infant  Mortality.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  11.58 
per  1,000  live  births,  compared  with  8.4  in  1958.  There  were 
3 infant  deaths,  1 male  and  2 females,  whereas  in  the  previous 
year  there  were  only  2,  1 male  and  1 female. 

Tuberculosis  Deaths.  There  were  two  deaths  from  pul- 
monary tuberculosis,  both  males,  during  the  year. 
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Table  showing  Age  Distribution  of  Infantile  Deaths 


Year 

England  and  Wales 

1 

Beverley  Borough 

DEATHS 

1959 

11.6 

10.14 

1958 

11.7 

10.49 

1957 

11.5 

13.02 

1956 

11.7 

12.14 

1955 

11.7 

11.5 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

1959 

16.5 

16.32 

1958 

16.4 

15.13 

1957 

16.1 

17.6 

1956 

15.7 

16.0 

1955 

15.0 

16.4 

STn.L  BIRTHS 
(per  1 ,000  Live  Births) 

1959 

20.7 

3.85 

1958 

21.6 

33.6 

Note  : The  rates  are  per  1,000  Home  Population  which  includes 
service  personnel. 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death 

Causes  of  Death 

Male 


1.  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 2 

2.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

3.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 2 

4.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  lungs  and  bronchus  6 

5.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast  

6.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 

7.  Other  malignant  neoplasms 9 

8.  Leukaemia 1 

9.  Diabetes 

10.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 18 

1 1 . Coronary  disease,  angina,  hypertension ...  26 

12.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 1 

13.  Other  heart  diseases 7 

14.  Other  circulatory  diseases 5 

15.  Influenza 2 

16.  Pneumonia 3 

17.  Bronchitis 6 

18.  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system. . . 2 

19.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 1 

20.  Gastritis  and  enteritis 1 

2 1 . Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

22.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 1 

23.  Congenital  malformations  and  prematurity  - 

24.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 7 

25.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

26.  Suicide 1 

27.  ’All  accidents,  other  than  motor  vehicle 

accidents 1 

Total,  all  causes. . 102 


Female 


3 

1 

7 

1 

5 

12 

1 

6 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 


4 

59 


Total 

2 

2 

6 

3 

1 

16 

1 

1 

23 

38 

2 

13 

10 

2 

5 

8 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

13 

1 

5 

161 


Age  distribution  of  Deaths 


Ages  at  Death 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Under  1 year 

7 

2 

3 

1 — 5 years 

2 

2 

1 

6 — 15  years 

1 

- 

- 

16 — 25  years 

2 

1 

- 

26 — 45  years 

13 

10 

6 

46 — 65  years 

49 

42 

41 

66  years  and  over 

133 

109 

110 

Totals 

207 

166 

161 
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Deaths  under  1 year 

RATES  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS 


Year 

England 

and 

Wales 

Beverley 

Borough 

1959 

22.0 

11.58 

1958 

22.5 

8.4 

1957 

23.0 

25.55 

1956 

23.8 

32.0 

1955 

24.9 

11.4 

Immunisations  during  1959 

The  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  was 
as  follows  : — 


Primary  Injections 

Boosters 

Under  5 

5—14 

ia) 

against  diphtheria  only . . . 

29 

45 

440 

ib) 

against  diphtheria  and 

whooping  cough 

80 

2 

34 

(c) 

against  whooping  cough 

only 

30 

— 

— 

id) 

against  diphtheria,  whoop- 

ing cough  and  tetanus . . 

120 

11 

50 

ie) 

tetanus  only 

1 

2 

_ 

Vaccinations 


Age  at  date  of 

15  or 

Vaccination 

Under  1 

1—4 

5—14 

over 

Total 

Number  vaccinated 

241 

20 

8 

7 

276 

Number  re-vaccinated .... 

— 

9 

12 

18 

39 
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Distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases  by  Age  Groups 


Disease 

Under  1 year 

1 — 2 years 

3 — 4 years 

5 — 9 years 

10 — 14  years  j 

15 — 24  years 

25 — 44  years 

45 — 64  years 

65  years  and  over 

Age  unknown 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  . 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Parpl  vtir" 

1 

2 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1.  Cii.  ClXj  tiv  ••••••• 

Non-Paralytic. . . 
Measles 

10 

59 

89 

121 

3 

1 

283 

Acute  Pneumonia . 
Dysentery 

1 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning. . . 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 
Enteric  or  Typhoid 
Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

12 

10 

— 

— 

10 

16 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Totals 

11 

60 

91 

127 

4 

5 

12 

11 

— 

— 

321 

The  Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  past  5 years 


Disease 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

9 

2 

3 

10 

Whooping  Cough 

Poliomyelitis  and 

49 

24 

19 

3 

— 

polio-encephalitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

286 

12 

541 

61 

283 

Acute  Pneumonia 

4 

9 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

95 

74 

2 

1 

2 

Erysiplas 

2 

1 

2 

■ — 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

1 

2 

10 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

18 

6 

7 

7 

16 

Diphtheria 

^ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever.. . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

459 

137 

576 

77 

321 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


During  the  year  12  new  cases  were  notified  or  came  to 
notice,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  additions  to  and 
removals  from  the  Register  during  the  year  : — 


Number  of  cases  on  Register  at 

the  31st  December,  1958 

Cases  added  to  Register  : — 

(a)  Notified  for  the  first  time . 

(b)  Brought  to  notice  other- 

wise than  by  formal 

notification 

Removed  from  Register  on 
account  of  death,  change  of 

address,  etc 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on 
Register  at  31st  December, 
1959 


Males 

Females 

Total 

P. 

N.P. 

P. 

N.P. 

57 

7 

38 

20 

122 

3 

T 

— 

4 

2 

9 

T 

J 

2 

— 

— 

— 

D 

2 

61 

7 

42 

22 

132 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Facilities.  Specimens  for  pathological  exami- 
nation were  sent  to  the  Laboratories  at  the  Hull  and  Beverley 
Hospitals,  and  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Hull. 

Bacteriological  and  biological  examination  of  milk,  water 
and  ice-cream  were  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory in  Hull. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  The  conveyance  of  all  cases  (in- 
cluding infectious  disease)  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County 
Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

Ciinics.  Tuberculosis.  A Clinic  was  held  each  Thursday 
afternoon  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Westwood  Hospital,  Beverley. 

Venereal  Disease.  Clinics  were  held  daily  at  the 
Clinic,  Mill  Street,  Hull. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

Child  Welfare  Clinic.  The  Child  Welfare  Clinic  con- 
tinued to  be  held  twice  weekly  in  the  Lord  Roberts  Road 
Clinic,  and  was  well  attended  by  mothers  and  children  in 
the  district. 

The  number  of  children  who  attended  the  Clinic  and  the 
number  of  attendances  made  by  them  during  the  year  were 
as  follows  : — 


Number  of  children  who  attended  during  the  year 


and  who  were  born  in  : — 

1954-1957 311 

1958  190 

1959  221 

Total  attendances 4,600 

Average  attendances  per  session 45 


Relaxation  Classes.  These  classes  continued  to  be  held 
twice  a week  for  expectant  mothers  in  Beverley  and  District, 
and  were  well  attended  as  the  following  figures  show  : — 


No.  of 
Sessions  held 

No.  of  new 
Attenders 

No.  of  individuals 
attending 

Total 

attendances  made 

95 

92 

139 

603 
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FACTORIES  IN  BEVERLEY 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to 
health  (including  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

3 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

72 

31 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
^ Section  7 is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’  pre- 
mises)   

Total 

75 

1 

35 

— 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 

(1) 

Numb 

)er  of  cases 
were 

1 in  which 
found 

defects 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 
(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

Tred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Total 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1959 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Beverley. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  accompanying 
report  on  the  work  carried  out  in  my  Department  during  the 
year  1959. 

Progress  continued  to  be  made  during  the  year  with  our 
Slum  Clearance  Programme,  representations  being  submitted 
in  respect  of  a further  39  houses.  A spurt  of  re-housing  took 
place  with  the  opening  of  the  Council’s  first  multi-storey  block 
of  flats  in  Wilbert  Lane,  although  most  of  the  resultant 
demolition  did  not  take  place  until  1960. 

Action  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  had  virtually  come  to 
an  end  before  the  year  started  and  only  two  applications  for 
certificates  of  disrepair  were  received  during  the  year.  Another 
attempt  to  do  something  to  secure  the  maintenance  of  our  old 
houses  in  good  repair  has,  1 am  afraid,  to  be  written  off  as  a 
failure  for  the  number  of  houses  repaired  under  the  Act  has 
been  woefully  small. 

The  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958,  was  implemented  during 
the  year  and  a report  on  the  conditions  of  tlie  slaughterhouses 
in  the  Borough  was  presented  to  the  Minister  in  November. 
The  works  suggested  in  the  report  aimed  at  raising  the  standard 
of  the  premises  to  bring  them  into  line  with  modern  require- 
ments and  all  the  work  must  be  completed  by  July,  1961,  or 
the  slaughterhouses  cease  to  be  used.  The  measure  was  long 
overdue  and  although  I have  not  changed  my  mind  in  that 
I still  consider  centralised  slaughtering  to  be  the  final  answer, 
this  measure  should  give  us  the  next  best  thing. 

In  connection  with  Meat  Inspection  it  is  noteworthy  that 
out  of  1,139  beasts  and  1,110  pigs  inspected  in  no  instance 
was  it  necessary  to  take  a whole  carcase  in  any  slaughterhouse 
on  account  of  tuberculosis.  This  represents  a major  step 
forward  in  the  fight  against  animal  disease  and  is  mainly  the 
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result  of  much  painstaking  work  on  the  part  of  the  local 
Veterinary  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  with  whom  I have  worked 
in  close  co-operation  for  many  years. 


I am  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  support  during  the  year  and  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  other  officials  and  to  the 
members  of  my  staff  for  their  continued  co-operation  and 
assistance. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  B.  HOOD, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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TABLE  1 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT 


Total  Number  of  Inspections 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  1,670 


Housing  Act,  1936 281 

Rent  Act,  1957 88 

Water  Supplies 24 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 25 


Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955  1,419 


Factories  Act,  1937 11 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1 949 1 ,098 

Petroleum  (Consolida- 
tion) Act,  1928 34 

Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958  59 

Grand  Total.  . 4,709 


Nature  of  Inspections 
Dwelling-houses  : 

First  visits  820 
Revisits . . 539 

Disinfestation  of  Premises 
and  Bedding  : First  visits  102 


Revisits . . 49 

Drainage  Works  : 

First  visits  52 

Revisits . . 24 

Common  Lodging-houses  . 54 

Offensive  Trades 4 

Smoke  and  Dust  Nuisances  7 

Moveable  Dwellings 19 

1,670 

Dwelling-houses 281 

Dwelling-houses 88 

Collection  of  samples  for 
analysis 24 

Inspections 25 

Slaughterhouses  (Meat 

Inspection) 1,133 

Food  Preparing  Premises . . 89 

Ice-Cream  Premises 29 

Unfit  “Other  Food” 24 

Bakehouses 23 

Food  Vehicles 8 

Food  Stalls 3 

Retail  Premises 110 

1,419 

Sanitary  Accommodation. . 1 

Means  of  Escape 10 

11 

Rodent  Treatment 1 ,098 

Storage  of  Petroleum 34 

Slaughterhouses 59 
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TABLE  II 


NOTICES  SERVED 
Under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 


Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served 207 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with 206 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 17 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 

(a)  By  Owners 12 

(b)  By  Corporation,  in  default 3 


The  Notices  not  complied  with  have  been  carried  forward 
to  the  year  1960. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 
Water  Supply 

25  samples  of  the  town’s  water  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  during  the  year,  the  results  of  which  were 


as  follows  : — 

Number  examined 25 

Number  satisfactory 25 


Free  Chlorine  was  found  in  every  sample  of  town’s 
water. 

1 sample  of  town’s  water  was  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  the  Analyst’s  report  ; — 

Colour Very  pale  yellow. 

Appearance  . . .Clear  : practically  no  suspended  matter. 

Taste Normal. 

Odour None. 

Parts  per 


Million 

Chlorides,  expressed  as  chlorine 32 

Nitrites none 

Lead,  etc none 

Hardness  Total 331 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen,  as  N none 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen,  as  N none 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hrs.  at  80°  F.) 0.200 

Free  Chlorine 0.040 
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Sanitary  Accommodation 


During  the  year  a further  reduction  in  the  number  of 
earth  closets  took  place,  1 1 being  abolished  by  the  closing  of 
dwelling-houses.  This  left  a total  of  43  houses  with  pail  closets 
and  6 with  privies,  most  of  which  are  houses  which  are  ex- 
pected to  be  demolished  soon  or  are  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
town  where  sewerage  is  not  available. 


Moveable  Dwellings 

There  are  8 licences  in  force  in  the  Borough,  1 being  a 
site  licence  for  the  use  of  a site  by  moveable  dwellings  and  the 
other  7 authorising  the  occupation  of  moveable  dwellings. 
The  site  is  licensed  for  the  occupation  of  12  caravans  and  a 
condition  to  this  effect  and  requiring  the  dwellings  to  be 
adequately  spaced  is  attached  to  the  licence. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

The  two  registered  common  lodging-houses  in  the 
Borough  were  visited  54  times  during  the  year. 

Both  of  them  were  satisfactorily  run  during  the  year. 


Disinfestation  of  Premises  and  Bedding 

A total  of  151  visits  were  paid  to  41  premises.  The 
furniture  of  all  prospective  tenants  of  Council-houses  is 
inspected  by  the  Housing  Manager,  and,  where  necessary  or 
as  a precautionary  measure,  works  of  disinfestation  are 
carried  out.  During  the  year,  49  lots  of  such  furniture  were 
treated. 


18 


TABLE  III 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Summary  of  all  Meat  Inspected  and  Condemned  1959 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 
& Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1,139 

11 

3,577 

1,110 

Number  Inspected 

1,139 

11 

3,577 

1,110 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

1 

10 

> 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
and  cysticerci 

Not  rec 

Not  rec 

orded 

orded 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  animals  affected  with 
localised  tuberculosis 

64 

13 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tubercu- 
losis   

5.6% 





1.1% 

Cysticercus 

; Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offal  Condemned 

Heads  and  Tongues 

35 

— 

— 

12 

Livers 

107 

— 

3 

3 

Lungs 

45 

— 

— 

2 

Kidneys 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Udders 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Hearts 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Spleens 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stomachs 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Intestines 

3 

— 

— 

— 
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TABLE  IV 


Other  Food  Inspected  and  Condemned 

lbs. 


Meat  and  Meat  Products 238 

Milk  and  Milk  Products 49 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 233 

Other  Items 34 


554 


Ice-Cream 

6 samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  were  all  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  1. 

In  addition,  6 samples  of  lollies  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations 

The  numbers  of  licences  issued  were  as  follows  : — 

3 supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk. 

3 supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk. 

2 supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  milk. 
8 dealer’s  licences  for  the  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  milk. 

14  dealer’s  licences  for  the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk. 

16  dealer’s  licences  for  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Routine  work  under  this  Act  was  carried  out  systematically 
during  the  year  by  the  Rodent  Operator.  Treatments  were 
given  to  43  business  premises,  1 Local  Authority  premise  and 
143  dwelling-houses  in  the  town,  and  at  all  these  premises  an 
estimated  number  of  1,435  rats  were  killed. 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  the  various  premises  for 
carrying  out  these  treatments  was  1,098,  but  in  addition  to 
this,  further  time  was  spent  in  survey  work  in  the  town 
generally. 


Petroleum  Acts  and  Orders 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  37  premises  were  licensed  to  store 
petroleum  spirit  and  1 to  store  carbide  of  calcium. 
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